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Alien

People with autism are all around us, yet people often misunderstand
or behave negatively towards people with autism. Even in news reports,
people with autism are labeled negatively. Being misunderstood and
viewed negatively, people on the spectrum have a difficult time inte-
grating into society. We hope that our project contributes to educating
people about autism so that they better understand autism and treat
those on the spectrum better.

We developed a volume of manga to introduce the general public to the
range of characteristics and behaviors of people with autism so that peo-
ple can learn about autism in an engaging way. In addition to the physical
book, we promote our manga in online communities and media by using
short manga stories that introduce readers to autism in a way conducive
to the rapid pace of modern life. We hope that our readers will better
understand autism and treat people with autism better.

We have also designed small cards that help parents determine
whether their children might be on the spectrum. We hope that the cards
help with early detection, so children with autism can receive support
and services early. Furthermore, we are fortunate to work with the Come
Home Foundation, which serves those on the spectrum and is willing to
promote the manga as a way to educate people about autism.

in My House

AN EXPLORATION OF
THE SMALL GALAXIES
IN THE BRAINS OF
CHILDREN WITH AUTISM.
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The title of our manga project is ALIEN IN MY HOUSE. We de-
liberately misordered the word sequence of “in My House”
because some people with autism face language barriers
and are prone to skip words. Because the title alludes to
these difficulties, the readers experience first-hand a situa-
tion similar to those faced by people with autism.

Children with autism are often not on the same fre-
quency as neurotypical people. In Taiwan, people often
refer to children with autism as “Children of the Stars.”

Our manga employs this idea: we compare the brain to a
galaxy, and everyone has one’s own galaxy—one’s brain.
Because people with autism think differently than do
neurotypical people, their galaxies also operate in different
ways. We use this device to explore the differences be-
tween neurodiverse and neurotypical people through four
chapters. Each chapter consists of three short stories that
explore the characteristics and behaviors of people with
autism and that provide ways to engage more thoughtfully
with people on the spectrum.
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