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The original meaning of “Jie-Li"
in Mandarin refers to the ritual of
mothers putting a handkerchief
on daughters and inculcating
them when they get married.
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RECORD THE PERSISTENCE AND
DESIRE OF WOMEN FACING A MARRIAGE
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"Do people get married because they understand each other? Those who are divorced
seem to understand each other more.” This quote appeared in a 2020 real estate adver-
tisement in Taiwan.

In an open and democratic society like Taiwan, people decide whom they want to
marry regardless of age, class, and gender. However, to love someone is easy but to live
together is hard. The divorce rate in Taiwan has gradually increased to become the sec-
ond-highest in Asia.

Many quips, “Marriage is the grave of love.” Some couples get married because of
love while others have children, economic considerations, tradition or superstition, and
other such factors in mind. These factors, however, often become the reasons for many
couples to get a divorce.Many problems of domestic violence problems also arise from
rifts in marriage and relationships, the environment that affects children most is the family.
How can an unhappy marriage and family bring happiness and trust to the family?

“Is marriage the ultimate destination of life?
When lovers become family, will the passion they have for each other change? ”

From the perspective of women, we started this project by recording our immediate fam-
ilies’ stories, and later our relatives’ stories. After interviewing several women of different
ages, identities and states, the stories of three women were selected to produce a docu-
mentary about marriage and persistence. Through the actual conversation with them, by
the picture narrative and re-performing to deeply listen to their inner voice and emotional
presentation, and understand their perseverance and the biggest gap in their heart. We
hope that it will encourage people to reflect on the issue of marriage through the power
of the moving image.
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AFTER MARRIED is composed of the stories gathered from different
families and perspectives. It records women's feelings about and
experiences of marriage, as well as children’s views on marriage and
parental influences.

Miss W, who has been married for more than 20 years, carried all expenses in the family and worked
hard to bring up two children; however, it seemed like her life was restricted to her family. She
deeply believed that her husband, who abused her, was naturally to be kind, and they were
capable of helping others. She also believed that the accident happened many years ago and
the encounter with her husband was destined. She had been a celibatarian, but she got married
because of the superstition.

Xuan Xuan grew up in a single-parent family without her mother’s accompany, which had a great
impact on her and forced her to be a mature daughter and sister when she was growing up. After
seeing the process of her parents got divorced, father met another woman, had a baby with her,
and got divorced again, and finally met his Mrs. Right, she never loses faith in love but longs to
have a family with her lover, and believes in the completion from the marriage.

Chi Chi was supposed to be a freshman in the society at her age; however, she had no choice but to
work and earn money in prostitution because of her mother and child. When she was twenty, she
already had had a marriage. She married her ex-husband because of being pregnant, but her
ex-husband cheated on her and abused her; moreover, she unexpectedly found out that their
child and her ex-husband were not blood related. She got married because of her child, but she
ended it up for the same reason, also.

Three women mentioned above were others’ wife, mother, and daughter separately. Each of them
played different roles and experienced totally different ordeals in their lives. They fell into the per-
plexity of marriage, was it the reason for their obstinacy, or they just wanted to amend the wound
in their souls? The past might scar them, but it also makes them stronger.
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Marriage x Superstition
“If you said that | married him because of superstition,

you might be right because | saw

Guanyin (a Buddhist goddess) at that time.”

Weng, a 58-year-old who has been married for 22 years

Marriage x Responsibility
“The grown-ups are children’s mirrors.

If you said that | resemble my mother,

| would agree because we have similar situations.”

Qi Qi (name changed), a 23-year-old, shotgun marriage
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Xuan Xuan (name changed), a 22-year-old,
BE (ER) /225 / BHAKRESR grew up in one-parent family with her father
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