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Stacked Glyphs - Exploring the Cultural Context of Stacked Glyphs

Characters are the carrier of culture. In Chinese culture, a special type of
character called "stacked character" refers to the character formed by
overlapping glyphs. Most of these superimposed characters are uncommon
and are gradually replaced by commonly used characters nowadays. "Stacked
Glyphs" is a collection of these lost Chinese characters, constructed with

graphical symbols, and reinterprets the cultural context of stacked glyphs.

We collected excerpts of stacked characters from the "Analytical Dictionary of
Chinese Characters" (Shuowen Jiezi) and other historical books. Because
there are still some lost stacked characters in fonts, we reconstructed these
characters through a design perspective. For those who are interested in
superimposed character culture, "Stacked Glyphs" provides a reference that

helps reader to understand the concept of creating a word.
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We studied these overlapping synonyms and analyzed their morphology, phonics, and cultural
contexts. We integrated the results into our icon design and converted it into an NFT, hoping to
preserve its cultural value. Through the Stack Glyphs Concept Guide Book, viewers can
understand the cultural connotation of superimposed characters. Meanwhile, the interactive
design of the Stack Glyphs seal "Pileup” is an extension of our concept that allows viewers to

create their own pileup characters.
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What are superimposed characters?
For example, "R, #, 7" and "[H,[ll, " are some common superimposed characters in Chinese,

=2l

and all of them are stacked with the same glyph. Take Chinese characters "f, #fi, #" as an
example: """ refers to the stone of the mountain, and "#" refers to the pile of stones. The
superimposed characters express the meaning of "accumulation" and "mass" of the word or

emphasize the characteristics of the repeated word.

The specifics of "Stack Glyphs" are categorized into these different types: Five elements, People,
Animal, Nature, and Implements. Thus, we also constructed the forms of two-stacked,
three-stacked, and four-stacked characters in the type of "Unique Glyphs." Superimposed
characters of Stacked Glyphs contains 49 groups and 152 glyphs in total.
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