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C8C8CS8! Let's experience coding and decoding together
and find 1QA Words hidden in the keyboard.
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Words and life are inseparable. Taiwanese people use Mandarin Phonetic Symbols as
the primary phonetic tool for Chinese, and they are widely used when typing on
computers. However, Taiwanese people often forget to switch between Mandarin and
English input methods and type out a long series of English codes combined with
numbers, such as #fok (CL3), Hhi (C9), #fuck (E04), etc. Over time, these codes
become recognizable even in untranslated coding forms as if they were new words on

the Internet!

We started thinking, what if these codes could be recognized? The design logic of “1QA
Words” comes from Mandarin Phonetic Symbols and alphanumeric letters on the
keyboard that correspond to each other. On the keyboard, Mandarin Phonetic
Symbols—including the tone and the spacebar for the first tone—consist of 41 keys,
totaling 1,341 combinations. These codes were designed to be converted into words to
create a new Taiwanese word. However, Mandarin Phonetic Symbols cannot differen-
tiate between homophones, so the design of this project is limited to Mandarin

Phonetics and excludes some combinations that do not contain Chinese words.
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In terms of European font design, the basic letter design refers to the curvature of
the keycap's slight indentation. To change the long string of text that results from
typing errors, the combination of words continues the square shape of Chinese
words, which creates a visually balanced and beautiful modern word in a square
frame using 10 different combination methods. In each square frame, the reading

direction is from left to right and from top to bottom.

By making mistakes when typing, we can discover a secret code hidden in our daily
lives. This code can also be used to send messages. Taiwan has retained its Mandarin
Phonetic culture, and “1QA Words” have become encrypted codes that embody
Taiwanese culture. Users need to decode them by using the Mandarin Phonetic
keyboard when they are unfamiliar with it, which brings fun to life and promotes

Mandarin Phonetic culture and the Mandarin Phonetic keyboard to the world.
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